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admitted by various nations, the doctrines of which are
not based upon the notion of a supreme being controlling
more or less the affairs of this \torld. In support of an
assertion that may appear to many somewhat hazardous,
we will briefly lay down the leading tenets of the Bud-
dhistic doctrine.

According to that system, matter is eternal. The exist-
ence of a world, its duration, destruction, and reproduction,
all the various combinations and modifications matter is
liable to, are the immediate results of the action of eternal
and self-existing laws. Through life man is subjected to
the continual but successive influences of his good and
bad deeds. This double influence always attends him
through his numberless existences, and inevitably awards
him happiness or misfortune, according as the respective
sum of good or evil predominates. There exists an eternal
law, which, when obliterated from the memory of men,
can be known again, and, as it were, recovered only and
thoroughly understood by the incomparable genius and
matchless wisdom of certain, extraordinary personages,
called Buddhas, who appear successively and at intervals
during the various series or successions of worlds. These
Buddhas announce that law to all the then existing rational
beings. The great object of that doctrine is to point out
to those beings the means of freeing themselves from the
influence of passions, and becoming abstracted from all
that exists. Being thereby delivered from the action of
good or evil influence, which causes mortals to turn inces-
santly in the whirlpool of never-ending existences, men
can obtain the state of Neibban, or rest, that is to say,
according to the popular opinion, a situation wherein the
soul, disentangled from all that exists, alone with herself,
indifferent to pain as well as to pleasure, folded, as it were,
upon herself, remains for ever in an incomprehensible state
of complete abstraction and absolute rest. I say that such
is the popular opinion, fortunately unbiassed by scholastic
theories. But the opinion of the Buddhist doctors respect-